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H o o s i e r  B a c k  C o u n t r y  H o r s e m a n 

      We have had a suc-

cessful 2010 working 

with the Forest Service 

and DNR. I know that I 

had fun this year work-

ing on the trails.  Fol-

lowing the workdays, 

we always have a pitch-

in and have some great 

cooks in our mist.  Our 

work projects got com-

pleted and  I want to thank everyone who came to the workdays, 

for all their hard work and dedication to keeping our trails open 

and safe; without our volunteers this work would not get done. 

The Forest Service hosted the first Leave No Trace Master Educa-

tor class for front country this past year.  We now have 6 Leave No 

Trace Master Educators in the Hoosier Back Country Horsemen.  

How exciting is that! Being at the Outdoor Experience at Ft. Harri-

son in September was a great success and the DNR love having us 

there.  We enjoyed sharing what we do and what we are all about 

with the public. This is a fun event for all ages.  I encourage every-

one to go next year, it is a lot of fun and it is free! 

We will be meeting with the Forest Service in January to plan our 

workdays for this year.  At the top of our list is the re-route at 

Shirley Creek.  It looks like it will get done this year.  The Hoosier 

Horse Fair will be interesting this year, we will have a horse camp 

set up so that we may share the seven principles of leave no trace. 

I have had a great time and have learned lots this past year.  It is an 

honor to have been your President for 2010 and helping The Hoo-

sier Back Country Horsemen in moving forward. 

   Well, it is time to clean your saddles and polish up those boots, 

so we can get back on the trail again with the Hoosier Back County 

Horsemen and our equine partners.  With your help we will have 

another great year.  See you on the trails! 
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  Leave No Trace  8 

Not yet a Member??  What ! ?  

No worriesé.just send $20 for individual or $25 for family membership, your 

name, address, phone and email to:  

Yvette Rollins, Treasurer, 12784 E. Rollins Lane, Springville, IN 46462  

Or call her at  812 -797 -4540  

Minutes from Oct meeting 9,10 
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Forest Service /  Free Trail Permits Reminder 
 
As an HBCH volunteer, you can earn a free trail permit from the USFS by accumulating at least 25 documented 

hours of trail service on designated work days in the Hoosier National Forest.  Volunteers are also needed to staff  

the Brooks Cabin in the Charles C. Deam Wilderness; hours served there count toward a free trail permit.  

 

Proposed Planning Rule News 
 

We've been getting a number of inquiries as to when 

folks should expect to see the proposed planning rule 

published.  As you know, we've been working hard to 

develop a science-based proposed rule that reflects the 

breadth of input gathered through more than 26,000 

comments on the Notice of Intent, over 40 public meet-

ings, and ongoing Tribal consultation.  We had previ-

ously estimated the proposed rule and accompanying 

draft environmental impact statement would be ready 

for publication in December. However, now we esti-

mate the publication will occur later this winter. The 

exact publication date will be announced as soon as 

possible through the listserv, on our website at http://

fs.usda.gov/planningrule, and on the planning rule blog 

at http://planningrule.blogs.usda.gov.  We look forward 

to publishing the proposed rule and anticipate your 

feedback. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - - - - - - 

To receive official Forest Service information by e-

mail, please subscribe by visiting http://www.fs.fed.us/

news/subscription/ 

 

Update on Covered Bridge Equestrian Center 

 
The DNR has been unable to find a vendor to operate the facility and all improvements have been put on hold be-

cause of funding.  Many improvements have been made since the ITRA work weekend last year.  New hitching 

rails are waiting to be installed and gravel parking lots have been graded. A new pad for a shelter house close to 

the barn has been poured.  Anyone interested in the position please contact Dan Ernst, dernst@dnr.IN.gov  

HNF Welcomes New Forest Supervisor 

 
Melany Glossa will step into the job of Forest Supervi-

sor of the Hoosier National Forest on Monday, January 

10, 2011.  Glossa replaces Ken Day who had served as 

Forest Supervisor for the past 16 years before retiring 

in June 2010.   

 

Glossa is a native Hoosier and a graduate of Purdu Uni-

versity.  Her career has spanned several states including 

Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho and Missori.  Her last 

position was District Ranger on the Willamette Na-

tional Forest in Oregon.  As she returns to Indiana with 

her famil she said it feels like coming home.  

 

Glossa holds a bachelorôs degree in Forest and Wildlife 

Management from Purdue University and a Masters in 

forestry from Oregon State University.  She did doc-

toral studies in forest policy as well at Colorado State 

University.  District Ranger Anne Carey has been the 

Acting Forest Supervisor in the interim between Ken 

Dayôs Retirement and Glossaôs arrival.  Melany brings 

a wealth of knowledge and passion for working with 

the public and taking care of natural resources.   

mailto:dernst@dnr.IN.gov


FREE OFFER 
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Indiana Trail Riders Association has joined the BCHA as an 

advocacy partner.  We would like to welcome them and the 

Illinois Trail Riders Association who are joining as well.  

This is great news, the bigger we become, the more our 

voices will be heard.  Organization is the key to getting the 

trails and the respect that we want.    

Grant for Harrison Crawford  

Update on grant for Harrison Crawford, ITRA in con-

junction with the Hoosier Mountain Biking Association 

applied for a $150,000 Recreational Trails Program 

Grant and were accepted. Work will start this winter 

and spring on the trail and will hopefully be open and 

ready to ride by this fall. If you would like to help vol-

unteer on this project please contact Yvette at hoosier-

horsemen@yahoo.com. Free camping will be given to 

those that volunteer.   

Horse Fairs and Expos 

Illinois Horse Fair ð March 4ð6  

  Contact Joy Meierhans at (630) 557-2575 or    

JM@TheMeirhans.com or Illinois Horse Fair is produced            

by Horsemenôs Council of Illinois. 

Hoosier Horse Fair and Expo  - April 1ð3 

 Stop by the new inactive HBCH booth or contact Yvette 

Rollins to volunteer  to help. 

 The Kick off Trail Ride will be Friday, April 1st, for more 

information and to download a registration from go to:    

http://indianahorsecouncil.org  

Equine Affair ð April 7ð10 

    Columbus, Ohio at the State Fair Grounds 

    

ITRA Joins HBCH! 

Farm Heritage Trail  
 

Members of the Farm Heritage Trail have learned they are in 

the ñrunningò for a $50,000 grant from the Pepsi Refresh 

Project.  They will use the money to extend the Farm Heri-

tage Trail from Thorntown to Colfax.  For more information 

and how to vote, please go to:   

http//www.refresheverything.com/farmheritagetrail 

General Membership Meeting  
Sat. Jan 15th,  2011  

 
There will be a general membership meeting on 
Saturday, January 15th, 2011, at the Southside 
MCL Cafeteria, located at 3630 S. East Street, In-
dianapolis, Indiana.  We will begin our meal 
at 11a.m., followed by the business meeting and 
elections.    Nominations will be taken from the 
floor to elect officers and directors to serve both 
Indiana Chapters: i.e. The Hoosier Back Country 
Horsemen and The Back Country Horsemen of 
West Central Indiana. 
 

Directions:  
 
From Interstate 465 on the south side of Indian-
apolis, exit and go north on US 31 (S. East Street).  
MCL Cafeteria is about ¾ mile north of 465. 
  
Just north of National Avenue is a shopping center 
on the left (west) side of US 31.  The MCL Cafete-
ria is located in the north end of this shopping cen-
ter.  If you miss it and reach Sumner Avenue, you 
have gone too far north and need to turn around 
and go back.  
  
If you have questions or need further directions, 
please call or email any directoré.phone numbers 
on the page 1 of this newsletter. 

mailto:hoosierhorsemen@yahoo.com
mailto:hoosierhorsemen@yahoo.com
http://indianahorsecouncil.org


News from Monks Horse and Mule  

 Marty and Jean took a ride one day last week to 
check out trails 15 and 16 in the Hickory Ridge Trail 
System of the National Forest.   They have reported 
that the hill on15 that was re-done last year is OK 
except down at the curve right before you get to the 
creek.  It appears that the bank has washed out 
midway down the hill.  Marty will bring pictures to 
the meeting on Saturday the 15th. 
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Greenways Foundation License 
Plate program  

 

4th Annual Greenways Foundation Luncheon  

 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011  

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

The Indianapolis Marriott Downtown  

 

Proceeds Benefit the Greenways Foundation  

Reserve your seat now to enjoy returning keynote 

speaker and global cyclist Willie Weir  ð author, colum-

nist and NPR commentator. Youôll also learn about the 

Foundationôs 2011 plans to promote trail use and 

growth.  

To reserve tickets or learn about sponsorship options, 

contact us at info@greenwaysfoundation.org  or (317) 

885 -1290, or download our luncheon flyer  (PDF, 256 

KB).  

If you are a hiker, biker, horseback rider, run-

ner or you pilot a canoe or kayak on our Stateôs 

waters , you can show your support for trails in a 

very visible way. Cost of the plate is $40. Twenty - five 

dollars of that amount goes directly to the Founda-

tion to help Indiana communities realize the benefits 

of linear parks. As you make plans to renew your 

plate for next year, think about helping the Green-

ways Foundation by purchasing an ñI Support Trailsò 

license plate for your car, light truck or motorcycle.   

News From Midwest Trail Ride 

 

April 14ð17    Spring Singles Ride    

April 23     Easter Egg HuntðBring the kids! 

May 7th     ACTHA Rideð(open camping) 

May 27ð30  Memorial Weekend Ride 

June 11       KMSHA fun show ð All breeds  

June 17ð19  Gaited Horse Ride with Gary Lane 

July 2ð      ACTHA Ride  (open camping) 

July 16ð    Competitive Mounted Orienteering 

Aug 5ð7    Hot Summer Nights Singles Ride 

Aug  18ð21  Reg 14 Arabian Fun Ride 

Sept.  2ð5  Labor Day Weekend 

Sept  9ð11  AQHA Ride 

Sept  16ð18  ITRA Ride 

Oct  3ð9      Fall Festival Weeklong Ride 

Oct  12ð16  Fall Four Day Fling 

Oct 27ð30   Halloween Weekend Ride 

http://www.willieweir.com/
mailto:info@greenwaysfoundation.org
http://greenwaysfoundation.org/supporters/GF-luncheon2011.pdf
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This past September at the Ft. Harrison State Park the second annual  Hoosier Outdoor Experience was held.  

Again, we had great weather and hoped for the visitors to exceed last year numbers.  With over 150 different user 

groups, of the great outdoors, it would take all day to see it all.  The DNR  put together a great event that was a 

huge success and was very well organized. 

 

The Hoosier Back Country Horsemen set up a horse camp to 

demonstrate the principals of Leave No Trace.  We had the 

horses high lined some on scrim and others not on scrim, to demonstrate the 

impact.   Sara Earles and Sophie demonstrated the use of scrim under the horse.   

Susan and her two horses, Pleasure and Cisco, demonstrated not having scrim 

under the horses to show what damage could happen.   Susan also taught the 

kids the butterfly knot and how to saddle a horse. 

 

We had a great deal of interest in Dutch oven cooking, which I had fun talking 

about.  We set up a small tent and put the scrim down in our cook area to elimi-

nate the impact on the grass of so many feet in one area.   I had a volcano stove 

with two Dutch ovens stacked.  Saturday I cooked chili with Buffalo meat and 

made a pineapple upside down cake.   Then, on Sunday, we had chili again and 

peach cobbler.  Everyone ate till they were full and we were busy all day each 

day with visitors curious about what we were doing.                                                                     Horse standing on scrim 

 

By the end of the event us girls were tired and the horses tired of standing.  The horses enjoyed the kids who wanted to pet them.  The past two 

years we have received two grants from the Back Country Horsemen of American Educational Foundation for our equipment.   Without the 

grants we would not have had a strong presentation.  The DNR were very impressed with our camp and our presentation of Leave No Trace and 

were grateful that we were there.  The DNR have put together this wonderful event and we hope there will be more visitors each year for us to 

touch with our Front Country horse camping and Leave No Trace ethics. 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture on the left shows a pack saddle 

and two horses not standing on scrim.  

To scrim or not to scrimé..is ones own choice, the idea behind this is to ñleave no trace of yourself having been there.ò  The 

scrim keeps the horses feet from damaging the grass and keeps the manure from spreading invasive plants and feeds to foreign 

soils.   The photo to the right shows a low impact campfire.  The purpose for building a campfire this way is to eliminate damage 

to ground and leaves the grass in tacté.therefore, it is possible to actually ñleave no trace of yourself having been there at all!ò  

Imagine thaté.leaving a campsite in pristine condition for the next user!  These are principles that we all need to think about as 

our population continues to grow in our recreation areas.  We, as horse people, need to be good stewards of the land and show that 

we are capable of being respectful and considerate. 
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